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April 2024: Letta report “Much more
than a market”
-> 5th Freedom

September 2024: Draghi report “The
future of European competitiveness*

-> Research and Innovation Union

President Von Der Lyen “Political
Guidelines” July 2024:
-> Research at the heart of the

25years of ERA

2002: Creation of European Partnerships
2004: Launch of what is now Euraxess

2005: European Charter for Researchers and

the Code of Conduct for the Recruitment of

Researchers (HR Excellence in Research

Awards) Choose Europe
2007: Establishment of European Research for Science
Council

2009: European Research Infrastructure On 5 May and on 23 May 2025,
Consortium (ERIC) Regulation the European Commission announced
2015: European Open Science Cloud and further defined

2021: Launch of the revamped ERA with the | the Choose Europe for science

Pact for R&I and In:ctiative to T.ake Europe a m:g:et
ERA Policy Agenda 2022-24 or researchers, ensure scientific

freedom and help fast-track

ERA Policy Agenda 2022-25 innovation from concept to market.
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A single,
borderless market for
research, innovation

and technology
across the EU...

What is the ERA? — Art. 179 of the Treaty

..where
countries come
together and improve

their research policies
and systems...

..and where there

is free movement
of researchers,
knowledge and
innovation.
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Pact for research

and innovation in
Europe

e 10 values & principles
e 4 priority areas
* Deepening ERA
* Broadening ERA (green
& digital)
* Amplifying access to
excellence
e Advancing R&I
investments and
reforms

/

ERA Policy
Agendas

Designed to contribute to
the priority areas of the
Pact for R&, setting out
the voluntary =R A
actions which are
defined and coordinated
at Union level.

20 actions for
2022-24
11+8 actions for

2025-27 /

ERA Governance

ERA Forum
(+ subgroups)

Expert group for coordination and
implementation of the ERA, together
with EU countries, Associated
countries and stakeholders

ERAC
high-level strategic policy
body, providing advice

Council
Decision making

“Owner” of Policy Agenda /

ERA Monitoring

* ERA Policy
Platform
* Regular reporting:
e EU-level report
e Country reports
* Performance
indicators




Example of achievements oo ~ B
ref: 2"d EU-level Report (mid-2023 to end-2024) e ‘a

"\ Open science
« EOSC EU Node launched; onboarding of candidate EOSC Nodes
? « EOSC Observatory & Federation Handbook deployed

Inclusive research ecosystem

H
* Reform in research assessment (CoARA, 700+ orgs)
* Gender Equality Plans + Provisions tackling gender-based violence

(projects GenderSAFE, GENDERACTIONplus, INSPIRE)

Researcher careers & mobility
- | * European Charter for Researchers helped attract and retain talent
* ERA Talent Platform integrated new and existing career_tgols

European |
Commission







4 June 2025

8 May 2025
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ERA Policy Agenda 2025-27: Agreed list of ERA Activities

Enabling open science

Research infrastructures

Inclusive and intersectional gender equality

Making research careers more attractive and sustainable
Research assessment

Upscaling knowledge valorisation capacities

Global Approach to R&I

SET Plan as a key component of ERA

Improving the articulation between R&I and higher
education within ERA, unleashing the full potential of
European R&l ecosystems

Enhancing trust in science through citizen participation,
engagement and science communication

Improve EU access to excellence

Equity in open science

Advancing the European science for policy ecosystem

Al in science in the EU

Enhancing research security

Accelerating R&l investments for Europe‘s industrial
transformation and competititve sustainability

Accelerating new approach methodologies to advance biomedical
research and testing for medicinal products and medical devices
A harmonised and coordinated framework to support integrity and
ethics in R&

An new era in research management
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Home > ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027

ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027

The second ERA Policy Agenda outlines voluntary activities for the European Research Area (ERA) from 2025 to 2027. Similar to the first ERA
Policy Agenda 2022-24, these activities aim to transform the priority areas set by the Pact for Research and Innovation (R&l) in Europe into
concrete activities, bringing EU Member States, countries associated to Horizon Europe, R&I stakeholders and the Commission together to make
the ERA a reality.

The 19 ERA activities have emerged from a unique collaborative process. EU Member States, the European Commission, countries associated to
Horizon Europe, and R&l stakeholders have teamed up to shape the ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027. This process took place within the ERA
Forum, guided strategically by the European Research Area and Innovation Committee (ERAC).

The ERA Policy Agenda 2025-2027 has three main building blocks (see image below):

« The policy narrative sets the scene for the broader goals and ambitions and highlights the
achievements and lessons learnt.

11 structural policies outline long-term undertakings, embedded in national and European
policy, such as open science, research infrastructures and research careers. While their vision
requires efforts beyond the three-year work cycle, they still have specific objectives and a work
plan to be achieved within the ERA Policy Agenda.

8 ERA actions are filling specific gaps on new or emerging issues, such as artificial
intelligence in science. They have time-bound objectives or are piloting an initiative, such as
research security.

Over the next three years (2025-2027), the Commission, European countries and stakeholders will work together to achieve progress on these ERA activities. Find out more about
each initiative by clicking in the image below.

« G M (3 hitps;//european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/era-policy-agenda-2025-2027

Policy
Narrative

Pact for R&l

long-term vision for ERA

ERA
Structural
Policies
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https://european-research-area.ec.europa.eu/

2. ERA Act: state of play and way
forward




ERA Policy Agenda

Non-binding instrument: Council
Recommendation or Council
conclusions

Encouraging voluntary collaboration
and commitments on certain ERA
activities

Adoption May 2025

/

ERA in Horizon Europe

-~

Grant-based funding
framework

WIDERA work programme
specifically supports the
implementation of ERA
Policy Agendas

/

Mission letter of Commissioner
Zaharieva’s

Legal instrument to tackle enduring
issues that cannot be solved through
voluntary cooperation

Propose measures to foster the free
movement of research, knowledge and
technology = 5th freedom
Internal/external reflection started,
proposal planned for 2026
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Context of the ERA Act

April 2024:
Letta report “Much
more than a market*

September 2024:
Draghi report “The
future of European
competitiveness*

September 2024:
Mission letter of
Commissioner
Zaharieva

to “‘guarantee a fifth
freedom’, namely the free
movement of researchers,
scientific knowledge and
technology. The aim will
be to reduce
fragmentation of research
and anchor innovation
and research into the
Single Market and unlock
more of its potential.”

February 2025:
Competititveness
Compass

“to strengthen R&D
investment and bring it up
to the 3% GDP target,
focus research support
more on strategic
priorities, reinforce
alignment between the EU
and Member States’
funding priorities, and
foster the circulation of
knowledge and talent
across Europe.”

Commission proposal
for ERA Act, planned
for 2026

I ULTIMATE OBIJECTIVE
OF THE ERA ACT:

Strengthen the capacity and performance of EU R&I ecosystem, crucial to protect
the EU’s position as a global scientifc leader and bolster innovation and economic
competitiveness to close the persistent innovation gap
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Competitiveness Compass

Objectives of ERA ACT:

4 h
Foster the circulation of knowledge and
talent across Europe

(- )
Strategic priorities, reinforce
alignment of funding priorities

R&D investment (3% GDP target)

issue: fragmentation

Areas of potential intervention
NOT EXHAUSTIVE, NOT DEFINITIVE

European
Commission




Areas of potential intervention

PROBLEM DEFINITION
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n European
Commission

- Estimated publication: second week of June on the ‘Have Your Say’ portal

Call for evidence

* Duration: 4 weeks

* Aim: to collect general evidence regarding the problems facing the development and
full achievement of the ERA, along with stakeholders’ views on feasible solutions that
could be supported by legislation at EU level

- Targeted respondents: all stakeholders from national and regional administrations
and research and innovation communities

European
Commission



https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say_en

Next steps

Call for Evidence
July
(open 4 weeks)

Sept-December 25

Preparation of the impact
assessment

Adoption
2026
August
Launch of the public
consultation (open for
12 weeks)
-> YOUR INPUT WELCOME Furopean

Commission



3. Choose Europe for Science

© European-Union 2024. All right reserved



the best place

attracts and retains
researchers

we must enhance our 'pull factor’.
We offer the best opportunities

Commissioner Ekaterina Zaharieva
European Parliament Plenary — 31 March 2025



COMMISSION MOBILISATION

+ ERA FORUM SURVEY ON MS INITIATIVES

-

levels open to researchers worldwide
EU LEVEL

EUR 500 million package for 2025-2027, including:

Choose > aseven-year ‘super grant’ under ERC

EUROPE > MSCA ‘Choose Europe for Science’ pilot in 2025
for SCIENCE «  EUR 230 million for ERA Chairs (2026-2027)

A snapshot of initiatives in the European
Union to support researchers worldwide

* Legislation on the Freedom of Scientific Research /
ERA Act

* Visa Strategy

« Relocation and career support by EURAXESS

* New fellowship scheme for researchers at risk
(Widera WP2026)

A SNAPSHOT of initiatives at EU, national and regional

MS LEVEL

OVER 60 MEASURES

grants, relocation
package,
fellowships...
Diaspora
programmes
support to EU
measures

n, 2024

© European Uniol



EURAXESS DEDICATED WEBPAGE: A continuously updated list of national and regional

Initiatives is now available on the EURAXESS platform.
G —————— New % https://euraxess.ec.europa.eu/

Postdoctoral =

Incoming Summer Research INTER-ACTION Programme
Internships

JUNIOR STAR

Research Grz

Fundar

' e L National and

' regional
funding

initiatives

Programme Program

SAFE PLACE

FWF Princ

Projects PASCIENCE Program Pathway Programme

PAUSE PEARL Programme

Group

e resesrehersin
bourg

University Ex
Initiative

PICOM Program PLUMTRI

doc program i

Rate this page

W W

or give us more feedya

© European Union, 2024
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